TEG 17

LISBON COAST, PORTUGAL - 2024

TROPHY

Fourth Place, No More

After three straight TEGs stuck in fourth, Jon Baker builds an 18-point Trophy win the hard way — round after round, never worse than second.

on Baker won the TEG 17 Trophy with
J 166 Stableford points, 18 clear of
runner-up David Mullin. It is the highest
Trophy total of his career. Three years of
fourth place had begun to look less like a
run of results and more like a permanent
seating arrangement. He has now vacated
the chair.

The shape of the win was steady rather than
sudden. After two rounds Baker sat on top of
the Stableford table, two points clear, and
level with Mullin for the TEG 17 Green Jacket
on gross. Baker's second round at West Cliffs
was an 86, fifteen strokes better than the 101
he had posted on his only previous visit to
the Cynthia Dye links. Fifteen strokes is a
great deal of improvement. It also implies a
great deal of 101.

Round three at Royal Obidos settled it. Baker
went round Seve Ballesteros's parkland
course in 86 gross, a new course record. The
previous best was 87, set across 18 prior

visits by the group. Eighteen visits, and the
bar had been left at a height a grown man
could step over without breaking stride.
Baker stepped over it. It was also a personal
best there by three shots, and eight better
than his last time out on the course.

The final round back at Praia D'E]l Rey
produced one more entry in the record
books. Baker birdied the fourth and fifth
holes back to back, a two-hole birdie streak
that equals the all-time TEG record. The all-
time record for consecutive birdies in TEG is
two. It has stood for some years, presumably
out of a shared sense of realism.

He finished on 92 gross at Praia D'El Rey in
that closing round, matching his score from
the previous visit rather than bettering it,
the act of a man conserving himself for the
presentation. By then the margin was long
since established. Mullin, whose own 82 at
West Cliffs was a course personal best, could
not close the gap.

AT A GLANCE

TROPHY WINNER

Jon Baker (4th Trophy)
Runner-up: David Mullin

GREEN JACKET
Jon Baker (4th Jacket)
Runner-up: David Mullin

‘WOODEN SPOON
Gregg Williams (2nd Spoon)
Next above: John Patterson

FINAL - TROPHY

JB 166 | DM 148 | AB 135 | JP 135 | GW 123
FINAL - GREEN JACKET

B +67 | DM +80 | GW +89 | JP +124 | AB +150

JOHN PATTERSON

Leader, Loser, Fighter, Fallen

Patterson topped the Trophy table after Round 1, then produced the tournament's worst gross round, fought back in Round 3, and blew up again in Round 4.

John Patterson's four days ran to extremes. He
opened with a 96 at Praia D'El Rey, good enough to
lead the Trophy race, then went to West Cliffs and
signed for 116: a gross round of +44, the worst of
his career to date, and 19 strokes more than he
had taken on his only previous visit to the links.

X 17 Wooden Spoon race.
The damage was concentrated in one stretch.

Between the 8th and the 15th he dropped 27 shots
in eight holes: a double, three triple bogeys,

ALEX BAKER

The Baker Who Couldn't Stop Bleeding Shots

From a course-worst 114 at Praia D'El Rey to a 25-shot horror stretch in the final round,
Alex Baker's week reads as one long cautionary tale.

Alex Baker found something to lose in all four rounds of TEG 17 on the
Lisbon Coast, and the worst of it came first. His opening 114 at Praia D'E]
Rey is the highest gross round ever recorded at the course, beating the
previous worst of 110 set across 24 prior visits. The centrepiece was a 10 at
the par-4 5th, stroke index 2, a sextuple bogey inside the first hour. He had
made his position clear while the field was still applying sunscreen.

Round two at West Cliffs was quieter but still leaky: ten shots gone across
holes 9 to 11, with quadruple bogeys at the 10th and 11th, then eight more
over 13 to 15. It was, oddly, his best round of the tournament in relative
terms. His 105 there is a personal best at West Cliffs, five shots better than
his only previous visit, which says rather more about the other three rounds
than it does about the 105.

Royal Obidos produced another 10, this time at the par-4 14th in round
three. Then came the return to Praia D'El Rey, where Baker bled 25 shots
between the 5th and the 13th, a nine-hole run without a single hole played
in better than double bogey. Nine holes. Not one of them recoverable.
Quadruple bogeys at the par-5 12th and the 13th ended a three-hole stretch
without a net par.

His 111 in that final round was the best of his four scores, but still eleven
shots adrift of his last visit here and eleven off his course best of 100, set at
TEG 9. The bucket was smaller by then. It was still a bucket with a hole in it.

GREEN JACKET | DAVID MULLIN

Two Holes in the Sun

David Mullin led the Green Jacket outright for just two single holes in Round 3, the 1st
and the 6th, before Jon Baker pulled clear from the 8th.

Jon Baker won the TEG 17 Green Jacket at +67 gross, 13 clear of David Mullin.
It is the third-best gross total of Baker's career.

The margin conceals how long the outcome stayed open. Baker took the
lead at the second hole of Round 1 at Praia D'El Rey and held it for 35 holes
across two rounds, only to hand it over at the very first hole of Round 3 at
Royal Obidos, where he took seven on the par-four opening hole for a triple
bogey and no Stableford points. Thirty-five holes of authority, surrendered
before anyone had settled. Mullin was the beneficiary, and he had earned
the position: his 82 gross at West Cliffs in Round 2 is a new course record
there, beating the previous mark of 88 set across six prior visits, and it was a
12-stroke improvement on his own score at the course a TEG earlier.

Baker did not stay behind for long. He recovered the lead and then extended
it, and the last two rounds became a procession rather than a contest. His
scoring at the two links-influenced venues supported it: 86 at West Cliffs, 15
strokes better than his previous visit and a course personal best, and 86 at
Royal Obidos, also a course best, three better than his previous mark there.
Mullin held the Jacket outright for two single holes, the 1st and the 6th of
Round 3, and finished 13 back. Two tenures, both best measured in yards.

RECORDS & PERSONAL BESTS

Notable achievements: TEG 17

TEG RECORDS

— Jon Baker's 2-hole "Birdies" streak ties the all-time TEG record (2), at T17 R4
H4 to T17 R4 HS5

COURSE RECORDS

— Alex Baker's 114 at Praia D'El Rey (R1) — a new course-worst, beyond 110; 24
earlier rounds there

— David Mullin's 82 at West Cliffs (R2) — a new course record, beating 88; 6
earlier rounds there

— John Patterson's 116 at West Cliffs (R2) — a new course-worst, beyond 115; 6
earlier rounds there

— Jon Baker's 86 at Royal Obidos (R3) — a new course record, beating 87; 18
earlier rounds there

PERSONAL BESTS

— Jon Baker's 166 pts is a personal Trophy best

another double, a 10 at the par-five 13th and an 11
at the par-five 15th. That 11, six over par, is the
worst score relative to par he has recorded on any
hole in TEG. He had to travel a long way into the

Royal Obidos brought the correction, and it was a
proper one. Patterson went from 22 points in

Round 2 to 41 in Round 3, a swing of 19, and his 94
was a course personal best, seven strokes better
than his previous visit there. For one afternoon he
looked like a man who had solved something.

round to find it, and he found it. The triple bogey
at the 10th dropped him to the bottom of the TEG

The recovery did not hold. Back at Praia D'El Rey
for the final round, he ran up a 10 at the par-four
15th, the stroke index three hole, another six-over
sextuple bogey and another blank on the card,
undoing much of what Round 3 had rebuilt.

WOODEN SPOON | GREGG WILLIAMS
From the Podium to the Cellar

The back-to-back Jacket champion never left the bottom half all tournament, and a
horror stretch at Royal Obidos sealed the Wooden Spoon.

Gregg Williams, the back-to-back Jacket champion, a man with four Trophy
wins already in the cabinet, finished TEG 17 on 123 Stableford points. That
was enough to hand him the TEG 17 Wooden Spoon.

The damage was concentrated. The clearest single stretch came on the back
nine at Royal Obidos in round three, where Williams played the closing
seven holes, the 12th through the 18th, without a net par. Every one of the
seven was a double bogey: a 6 at the par-four 12th, a 5 at the short 13th, 6s at
the 14th, 16th and 17th, a 5 at the par-three 15th and a 7 at the par-five 18th.
Seven holes, seven doubles, no deviation whatsoever. There is a certain
dignity in a man who finds his level and then refuses, on principle, to leave
it. The run yielded six points where par figures would have produced
fourteen, a shortfall of eight.

Royal Obidos has not been a happy course for him. This was his fourth visit,
and his best gross there on this trip, 99, was two strokes worse than his
previous trip and two off his course best of 97.

The final round at Praia D'El Rey opened badly too, Williams running up a 9
at the first, a quintuple bogey that returned nothing. As opening statements
g0, it required no elaboration. The one bright note was elsewhere on the
same course: his 93 in round one was seven strokes better than his last visit,
and matched his best gross at Praia D'E]1 Rey.

DAVID MULLIN | JOHN PATTERSON

West Cliffs Breaks Both Ways

In Round 2 at West Cliffs, David Mullin carded the new course record while John
Patterson set the course-worst — on the very same day.

The second round of TEG 17 took the field to West Cliffs, the Cynthia Dye
links at Obidos, on Sunday 6 October, only the second time the course had
been used. It produced both ends of the register in a single afternoon.

David Mullin shot 82 gross, a new West Cliffs course record. The previous
mark was 88. It was also comfortably his own best at the course: he had
gone round in 94 on his only previous visit, in TEG 15, so this was twelve
strokes better.

John Patterson went the other way, and went thoroughly. His 116 gross set a
new course worst, one shot beyond the previous high of 115, and at +44 it
was the worst gross round of his career. He had shot 97 here in TEG 15,
making this visit nineteen strokes heavier.

The damage was concentrated. Between the 8th and the 15th Patterson
dropped 27 shots in eight holes: a double bogey at the 8th, then triple bogeys
at the 9th, 10th and 11th, a double at the short 12th, a ten at the par-five
13th, a triple at the 14th and an eleven at the par-five 15th. Six of those eight
holes returned no Stableford points at all. The card, at that point, was less a
record of golf than a witness statement.

Same course, same day, 34 shots between them.

PERSONAL WORSTS
— John Patterson's worst Gross round to date: +44 (R2)
— Alex Baker's +150 is a personal Gross worst

— David Mullin — +18 Gross on the Front nine (R1) is a personal-worst Front
nine Gross

— David Mullin — 10 Stableford on the Front nine (R1) is a personal-worst Front
nine Stableford

— John Patterson — +25 Gross on the Back nine (R2) is a personal-worst Back
nine Gross

— John Patterson — +25 Gross on the Back nine (R4) is a personal-worst Back
nine Gross

— Alex Baker's 9-hole "+2s or Worse" streak is a personal worst (previous 8), at
T17 R4 H5to T17 R4 H13

RARE FEATS
— John Patterson runs up a 9 (+6) at the 14th (R4) — his career-worst on a par-3

— John Patterson runs up an 11 (+6) at the 15th (R2) — his career-worst on a par-
5



