TEG 8 - Round 4

OITAVOS DUNES - 28/11/2015

GREEN JACKET | DAVID MULLIN

Jon Baker Surrenders the Jacket

An overnight lead of two lasted less than half an hour, and by the close Alex Baker had taken second in the Trophy as well.

on Baker arrived at Oitavos Dunes for
J the final round two shots clear in the
TEG 8 Green Jacket. The lead survived one
hole. At the 2nd, David Mullin went past
him, and that was the last of it.

Mullin did not make the rest of it look easy.
A quadruple bogey at the 11th, one of the
round's harder holes, sat inside a run of
bogeys stretching from the 8th through the
12th. A birdie at the 13th stopped the
bleeding. Two more bogeys followed at the
14th and 15th, before a birdie at the 16th
steadied him once more. Jon Baker,

meanwhile, played the 11th and 12th in two
clean pars and could find nothing else. A
two-shot overnight lead became a six-shot
deficit. It was less a duel than an eviction.

The Trophy offered him no shelter either.
Alex Baker went past him despite a closing
stretch of some violence: a quadruple bogey
at the 15th and a quintuple bogey at the 18th,
the hardest hole on the course. He passed
Jon anyway, which says plenty about the
afternoon both men were having. Gregg
Williams still led the Trophy as the round
ended, with Mullin now on top of the Jacket.

AT A GLANCE

TROPHY WINNER
Gregg Williams

GREEN JACKET
David Mullin

WOODEN SPOON
Stuart Neumann

ROUND STABLEFORD

GW 41 | AB 39 | DM 34 | SN 32 | JB 28 | HM 21
ROUND GROSS

DM +17 | GW +22 | SN +24 | JB +25 | AB +33 | HM +40

AFTER R4 - TROPHY

GW 149 | AB 137 | JB 131 | DM 126 | HM 111 | SN 100
AFTER R4 - GREEN JACKET

DM +77 | JB +83 | GW +107 | HM +123 | SN +137 | AB +148

TROPHY

Twelve Points in Four Holes

A ruinous stretch around the turn cost Gregg Williams eleven shots before holes 12 to 15 handed him the TEG 8 Trophy by twelve.

Gregg Williams won the TEG 8 Trophy, and he
won it properly. His 41 points at Oitavos Dunes
were the best round of the day, turning a five-
point overnight lead into a twelve-point margin.
That is not a nervous finish. That is a man closing
a door.

It was not, however, a clean round. Holes 5 to 8
cost him 11 gross shots. It began with a quadruple

HENRY MELLER

bogey at the 5th, the hardest hole on the course,
and continued with two double bogeys and a
triple. Four holes, five stableford points, and an
air of magnificent unconcern. He appeared to
regard the stretch as somebody else's problem.
The leaderboard, to his credit, agreed with him.

He then steadied and did the necessary thing.
Twelve points from holes 12 to 15, built on pars

WOODEN SPOON

either side of a single bogey at the par-5 13th. That
sealed it, on the same afternoon David Mullin took
the Green Jacket lead off Jon Baker. Williams had
shot 29 in Round 3. He had never seen Oitavos
Dunes before this round. He produced the one
that mattered. In this company, that counts as
mastery.

Twenty-Two Shots Before the Seventh

A sextuple-bogey 10 at the 4th was not even the whole of it, and the closing three holes
cost Henry Meller nine more.

Henry Meller's fourth round at Oitavos Dunes collapsed before it had
properly started. The double bogey at the 1st was the gentlest thing that
happened to him all morning. Then came a quadruple bogey at the 2nd and
a triple at the 3rd. Then a sextuple-bogey 10 at the 4th. Then, without pause,
a quintuple-bogey 9 at the 5th, stroke index 1, the hardest hole on the
course. A second double bogey at the 6th closed the sequence.

Twenty-two gross shots shipped in six holes. Not one net par among them.
He had six holes to find a single point of shelter and found none.

There was a truce in the middle, two pars in a row at the 14th and 15th, a
brief interval in which golf resembled golf. The finish then rhymed with the
start. Holes 16 to 18 cost him nine more shots, including a quadruple bogey
at the 18th, the second-hardest hole out there. His third round had been
genuinely strong. His score fell by 13 stableford points in a day. The opening
six and the closing three stand as bookends to a round nobody would choose
to keep.

RECORDS & PERSONAL BESTS
Notable achievements: TEG 8, Round 4
PERSONAL WORSTS

— Henry Meller's 6-hole "+2s or Worse" streak is a personal worst (previous 5), at
T08 R4 H1 to T0O8 R4 H6

Neumann's Best Round Wins Nothing

Twelve points better than round three, and still eleven adrift of Henry Meller at the
bottom of TEG 8.

Stuart Neumann signed off at Oitavos Dunes with 32 points. That is 12 better
than his third-round 20 and comfortably his best of the trip. It arrived
precisely one day after it could have done him any good.

The Wooden Spoon had already been allocated, and he was the recipient.
The gap to the next-worst player did narrow, from 22 points to 11, which is
the sort of progress that gets noted politely and then filed away. He
remained 11 points adrift at the close. The revival was real. The timing was
not.

The round showed what he had available all along. He played the 11th and
12th without dropping a shot. Either side of that, the familiar trouble: a
quadruple bogey at the 5th, the hardest hole on the course, and another at
the 17th. Eight strokes gone, nothing returned. Remove those two holes and
this is one of the best rounds of his tournament. He did not remove them.
That has rather been the theme.



