TEG16 - Round 1

OITAVOS DUNES - 07/10/2023

STUART NEUMANN

Neumann's Steady 39 Tops the Field

Nobody broke par for entertainment on day one, but Stuart Neumann's relentless
accumulation was still enough to top the round and the TEG 16 Trophy standings.

tuart Neumann opened TEG 16 with 39
S points at Oitavos Dunes. It was the best
round anyone posted on the day, in a field of
five where the worst score was 29. Nobody
will be writing songs about it. He picked up
9 points across the first three holes, a bogey-
par-bogey start that still returned three
points a hole. The bogey at the par-3 3rd was
worth as much as a par elsewhere, thanks to
its stroke index. That is not brilliance. That
is arithmetic, applied patiently, and it set the
tone for the rest of the round.

By the close Neumann led the TEG 16 Trophy
outright. Gregg Williams topped the Green
Jacket standings instead, which is ordinary
handicapping rather than mystery. This was
Neumann's third visit to Oitavos Dunes. His
gross score was two strokes better than his
previous trip here, and still short of his
personal best at the course. The Stableford
total did the job regardless. He was clear at
the head of the field, and he got there
without ever looking like he was trying.

AT A GLANCE

ROUND OF THE DAY
Stuart NEUMANN (39 pts)

TROPHY LEAD
Stuart NEUMANN, 5 ahead

GREEN JACKET LEAD
Gregg WILLIAMS, 3 ahead

ROUND STABLEFORD

SN 39 | GW 34 | JB 34 | DM 33 | AB 29
ROUND GROSS

GW +18 | JB +21 | DM +23 | SN +26 | AB +42

AFTER R1 - TROPHY

SN 39 | GW 34 | JB 34 | DM 33 | AB 29
AFTER R1 - GREEN JACKET

GW +18 | JB +21 | DM +23 | SN +26 | AB +42

ALEX BAKER

Alex Baker Sets a Record Nobody Wants

Twelve prior TEG visits to Oitavos Dunes had never produced a card this bad, and Alex Baker's Round 1 wreckage already heads the Wooden Spoon table by four.

Alex Baker opened this year's TEG at Oitavos
Dunes with a gross 113. It is the worst round
anyone has posted at the course across three TEG
visits. The previous worst, 111, had stood across
twelve prior rounds. Baker removed it from the
record books without apparent effort. It was also,
comfortably, his own worst outing here: ten shots
worse than his last visit, and thirty adrift of his
own course-best 103.

GREGG WILLIAMS | JON BAKER

There was no single collapse. There was a
sequence of them, arriving at regular intervals
like scheduled services. He opened with a
quintuple-bogey 9 at the 1st. He added another
quintuple at the 11th, and a quadruple at the 7th.
Then he closed with a sextuple-bogey 10 at the
17th. The finish was ruinous. Holes 16 through 18
cost him eleven shots, produced no net par at all,
and yielded two Stableford points between them.

JON BAKER

A separate three-hole bleed from the 3rd to the
5th, on a run taking in the course's hardest hole,
added a further seven gross shots. There was no
recovery phase. One blowup simply handed over
to the next, for eighteen holes, with no gap in
service.

Williams Grinds Out the Early Jacket Lead

A round with no eagles and few thrills still produced two course personal bests at the
top of the TEG 16 Green Jacket table.

Gregg Williams carded 89 at Oitavos Dunes on day one. It beat the 91 he had
managed across his two previous visits, a new course best, and it put him
top of the TEG 16 Green Jacket. The round was built on tidy stretches rather
than heroics. He went two holes without dropping a shot through the 2nd
and 3rd. He did it again through the short par-3 15th and the par-5 16th. Very
little needed repairing, because very little had been broken.

His grip on the lead was briefly interrupted when David Mullin drew level
for top spot after a bogey on the 6th. Williams pulled clear again as the
round went on. Jon Baker stayed in touch throughout, matching him almost
shot for shot, and finished three back. Two men at the top of the Jacket
standings, then, separated by three strokes and very little else. Round two
would have to sort it out.

RECORDS & PERSONAL BESTS
Notable achievements: TEG 16, Round 1
COURSE RECORDS

— Alex Baker's 113 at Oitavos Dunes — a new course-worst, beyond 111; 12
earlier rounds there

Jon Baker's Purple Patch Ends at the 17th

A flawless run through the 14th, 15th and 16th gave Jon Baker a new course best at
Oitavos Dunes, before the 17th took a little shine off it.

Jon Baker assembled a new personal best at Oitavos Dunes on the opening
day of the 2023 TEG Trophy, his third visit to the course. His gross 92 beat
the 94 he had set across two earlier visits. That is two shots better than his
mark from his last time out here. Progress, measured in the smallest
available unit.

The improvement was built through 14 to 16. Three straight pars brought
nine Stableford points and three holes without a gross shot dropped. The
run included a par at the 15th, the easiest hole on the course, and a par-5
16th where the strokes cost him nothing at all.

Then came the 17th. A double bogey, on one of the harder holes out there,
ended the sequence and took back ground he had only just gained. It was
not enough to spoil the afternoon. The course-best round stood.



